MENTOR MICHIGAN DIRECTORY

HILLSDALE COUNTY
This listing for Hillsdale County is organized first by programs that serve the

entire county, and second by programs serving a specific city within this county.
The cities are listed alphabetically.

COUNTY-WIDE

Hillsdale County United Way & Volunteers in Action
Kelly LoPresto

30 North Howell Street, Suite 21

P.O. Box 203

Hillsdale, Michigan 49242

Phone: (517) 439-5050

Fax: (517) 439-5058

Email: hcvia@frontiernet.net

Program_Description:

Volunteer Centers recruit, train, and place volunteers in nonprofit organizations
throughout their service area. They are inclusive, serving all nonprofits and residents—
they do not limit their service to a particular issue, group of people, or type of activity.
Michigan’s Volunteer Centers are all prepared to assist mentors find organizations where
they can volunteer. Volunteer Centers often take a leadership position in convening
organizations and individuals to find solutions to complex community issues. They live their
belief that people enrich their own lives and strengthen their communities through
volunteer service.



mailto:hcuw@qcnet.net

CouNTY-WIDE CONTINUED

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Jackson County, Inc.
Kyle Anne Jansen

Bigs in Schools and Project COPE

729 West Michigan Avenue

Jackson, Michigan 49201

Phone: (517) 784-7181

Fax: (517) 796-9004

Email: bbbsjackson@absolute-net.com

Program Description.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Jackson County has a variety of one-on-one mentoring
programs for elementary, middle, and high school students. The Community Based
Mentoring Program supports children from single-parent homes or children who live with
foster families, other relatives, or a guardian. Project COPE (Children of Prisoners Excel)
serves children whose fathers are incarcerated. School-based programs pair mentors and
mentees who meet once a week during or after school hours. Project COPE and school-
based programs often reach high risk children from dysfunctional or isolated families in
particular need of additional adult support. All programs provide individualized mentoring
plans and are successful in building the positive assets children possesses, improving self-
esteem, enhancing attitude toward school, and increasing decision-making ability.
Volunteers are trained and screened by professionals at BBBS. Volunteers are expected
to make a one year commitment, which involves one to four hours per week during morning,
afternoon, evening, or weekend hours.

ExperienceSeniorPower.com

Tony Fama

Maria Madeline Project, Inc.

24630 Scotia Boulevard

Oak Park, Michigan 48237

Phone: (248) 398-6438

Fax: (248) 692-0391

Email: tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com

Program_Description:

Through ExperienceSeniorPower.com, children and senior citizens learn computer and job
skills together. Children receive an adult role model through these “adoptive grandparent
relationships and seniors have the opportunity to contribute their life experience and
knowledge. This program includes one-on-one, group, team, and e-mentoring activities.
Senior volunteers are expected to make a one year commitment during morning, afternoon,
or weekend hours.

”

CoOuNTY-WIDE CONTINUED
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Michigan Youth Leadership Forum
William Milzarski

320 North Washington Square, Suite 250
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Phone: (877) 499-6232

Fax: (877) 499-6232

Email: Milzarskiw@Michigan.gov
www.MYLF.org

Program _Description:

The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum involves 35 high school students that have
disabilities. The students are integrated with other students and adults with disabilities
to learn leadership, social skills, and citizenship. The program involves one-on-one, team,
and peer mentoring and takes place during one week during the summer. The program is
managed by the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns. Volunteers are expected to
commit to one full week in the summer and follow up activities.

CAA Family Outreach Program

George Yoder

Hillsdale County Community Action Agency
3251 Beck Road, P.O. Box 675

Hillsdale, Michigan 49242

Phone: (517) 437-3346

Fax: (517) 437-3480

Email: gyoder@caajlh.org

Program_Description:

The CAA Family Outreach Program matches mentors with children ages seven to 14 who
are referred from FIA. These children are generally from single parent households or two
parent families experiencing some difficulties with their children. A mentor is a positive
role model who forms a one-on-one relationship with a child and provides recreational and
social experiences, helps with homework, and encourages good school performance.
Mentors are also friends who listen and give thoughtful caring advice and assistance.
Volunteer mentors are involved with the children for six months and longer if a specific
need is identified. They typically spend one hour per week during day, evening, or weekend
hours.
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CouNTY-WIDE CONTINUED

Williams Elementary School - Buddy Reading
Kathy Kelley

415 Evans Street

Jonesville, Michigan 49250

Phone: (517) 849-7578

Fax: (517) 849-7306

Email: kkelley59@yahoo.com

Program Description.

Buddy Reading partners adult volunteers with second and third graders who have below
grade-level reading skills. The student and mentor read together, work with vocabulary
words, and do story maps on books that were read. A program coordinator provides
support by preparing lesson plans and being in the room during the mentoring. Volunteer
mentors are expected to make a minimum of a three month commitment, but hopefully can
mentor throughout the school year. Mentors give 30 minutes per week, but may choose to
do more. The Buddy Reading runs Monday through Thursday from October to May.

CAMDEN

Camden-Frontier Schools
Kelly Cook

Peer Mentoring

4791 Montgomery Road
Camden, Michigan 49232
Phone: (517) 368-5255
Fax: (517) 368-5950
Email: cookke@cfss.org

Program_Description:

The Camden-Frontier Schools Peer Mentoring program has high school students mentoring
elementary school students. The mentors help their mentees with difficult homework and
interact with them to improve social and organizational skills. Mentors also discuss other
issues that are important to their mentees. The high school students serve as role models
and take an interest in their mentee for the entire school year, sometimes longer. The
high school students meet with their mentees four to five hours per week.
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